A TRIP TO BAT TRANG VILLAGE

As you know, last week we had a wonderful trip to Bat Trang Ceramic village. And so, today, our group is going to have a presentation to summarize what we've done and also what we've learned after the trip. Here are our group's members.
When travelling to Bat Trang by passenger car, we got to know that it is a village that is about 13 kilometers to the south east of Hanoi center and lie on the other side of Chuong Duong Bridge. It also lies besides the Red River, between Thang Long and Pho Hien-two ancient trade centers. 

After getting there, we met a guide and he told us some helpful information about the history of the village. Bat Trang is said to be established in 14th or 15th century. However, according to some villagers, it perhaps appeared earlier in the 10th century. When King Ly Cong Uan relocated the capital in Thang Long, he brought 12 artisans with him to build citadel. They have chosen a land and established Bach Tho County. In 13th century, it was changed into Bat Trang. By the time, from a normal ceramic village, Bat Trang has become a famous ceramic-making center.
After listening to the origin of the village, the guide led us to see the kiln. First, we were able to see Bau Truc kiln. It was established in late 19th century and used woods to furnace. As a result, its  area is around 1030 meters and 15 meters long. Before boiling, the products will be placed in the kiln and then be furnaced in 24 hours in average temperature around 1200 to 1300 degree. There were about 20 Bau Truc kilns in Bat Trang, but now there is only one left and has stopped operating beacause of polluting the environment, high production and costs low efficiency. 
The second kiln that I want to talk about is the gas kiln. Different from Bau Truc kiln, gas kiln is now being used because of its convenience and high efficiency that it brings. It is said to be a big step of ceramic industry, contribute to help change the kiln in Bat Trang as it has low production cost but high efficiency, especially it doesn't cause pollution.
After seeing the kiln, we met an artisan who taught us how to make a pottery. He showed us the way to make the products in industry. The first step is to select the clay. It is an important step because if you choose the bad clay, your next process will fail. The second step is to shape the product. There are plenty of shapes you can make, depending on your preference. Third, after shaping, you have to dry the products so as to make sure that they don't crack or change the form. People usually place the products in open space or dry them in the oven to evaporate steam quickly. Then, artisans will correct the details as well as decorate each product with patterns and drawings. When the products are finished, they can be enameled directly right after being cleaned so that the surface of the products be omen thick, smooth and glossy. Finally, the last step when making pottery is to furnace the products in the gas kiln. These are the process of making pottery.
As you can see, with the development of industry, making pottery is now faster and more efficient. However, pottery used to be made in a more difficult and time-consuming than today. That process is making pottery on a turntable, which is now used for the purpose of art. This process includes 4 steps. Step 1: You should put the clay in the middle of the turntable. Step 2: Shape the product in a basic form. Step 3: Make a hole in the middle of the product with your fingers. Step 4: Shape it in different shapes and styles.
After listening to the instructions of the artisan, we had a chance to try to make the pottery by ourselves. It was a hard work for most of us. And then, before getting back home, we were able to play a traditional game called "dap nieu". Many of my friends won and had their presents. It was a wonderful and memorable day for us!
